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Safety glasses, face shields (visors) or other protective devices must be worn when it is
necessary to protect the eyes and face from splashes, impacting objects and sources of
artificial ultraviolet radiation.
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NIH/BMBL
Section ll—Biological Risk Assessment

Risk assessment is an important responsibility for directors and

principal investigators of microbiological and biomedical laboratories.

Institutional biosafety committees (IBC), animal care and use
committees, biological safety professionals, and laboratory animal
veterinarians share in this responsibility. Risk assessment is a process
used to identify the hazardous characteristics of a known infectious or
potentially infectious agent or material, the activities that can result in
a person’s exposure to an agent, the likelihood that such exposure will
cause a LAI, and the probable consequences of such an infection. The

information identified by risk assessment will provide a guide for the

selection of appropriate biosafety levels and microbiological practices,

safety equipment, and facility safeguards that can prevent LAls.

Imposition of safeguards more rigorous than actually needed may
result in additional expense and burden for the laboratory, with little

safety enhancement. Unnecessary burden may result in circumvention

of required safeguards.

Safety Equipment (Primary Barriers and Personal Protective

Equipment)

BL1



1. Special containment devices or equipment, such as BSCs, are not

generally required.

2. Protective laboratory coats, gowns, or uniforms are recommended

to prevent contamination of personal clothing.

3. Wear protective eyewear when conducting procedures that have the

potential to create splashes of microorganisms or other hazardous

materials. Persons who wear contact lenses in laboratories should also

wear eye protection.

4. Gloves must be worn to protect hands from exposure to hazardous
materials. Glove selection should be based on an appropriate risk
assessment. Alternatives to latex gloves should be available. Wash

hands prior to leaving the laboratory
BL2

Eye and face protection (goggles, mask, face shield or other splatter
guard) is used for anticipated splashes or sprays of infectious or other

hazardous materials when the microorganisms must be handled

outside the BSC or containment device

Taken From : COUNCIL DIRECTIVE
of 30 November 1989




on the minimum health and safety requirements for the use by
workers of personal protective
equipment at the workplace (third individual directive within the
meaning of Article 16 (1) of
Directive 89/391/EEC)
(89/656/EEC)

(OJ L 393, 30.12.1989, p. 18)

All personal protective equipment must:

(a) be appropriate for the risks involved, without itself leading to any
increased risk;

(b) correspond to existing conditions at the workplace;

(c) take account of ergonomic requirements and the worker's state of
health;

(d) fit the wearer correctly after any necessary adjustment.

The employer shall first inform the worker of the risks against

which the wearing of the personal protective equipment protects him.

Assessment of personal protective equipment

ANNEX |

SPECIMEN RISK SURVEY
TABLE FOR THE USE OF






